D Description of the route

1. LA DEVESA PARK

The name of the park comes from a common
term which has become a proper name. The
word “devesa’ designates an area of land
covered by natural vegetation, used for grazing
and providing timber. This was precisely the
initial function of this place, which later became
a popular place for walking. La Devesa joined
the list of Assets of Cultural Interest in 1943,

2. BOTANICAL GARDENS

The Gardens of La Devesa date from the 19th
century, when gardens became fashionable
places for the wealthier classes to take their
walks. They were inspired by French models
and still retain a structure that recalls the
original, ringed by a canal and with parterres
separated by bushes clipped into geometric
shapes. A number of different elements can be
found in the gardens, such as the del brollador
fountain, the peacock enclosure, the characte-
ristic gardener's shed, the greenhouse and
several sculptures. There is a wide range of
plant species, some of them native to the
region, but most of them exotic, originally from
other countries.

3. THE LONDON PLANE

The London Plane (Platanus hybrida) is the
most commonly found tree in La Devesa, where
over 2,600 specimens are to be found. It is a
deciduous tree which normally grows as high as
40 metres. In La Devesa, however, they can
reach considerably higher, up to 60 metres or
more, because they were planted quite close
together and have had to grow upwards in order
to seek out the sunlight.

Their large, wide leaves with five pointed lobes
have become one of the symbols of the city.
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La Devesa and the Ribes
del Ter Park

This route will take you through two of the most important green
areas in Girona: the parks of La Devesa and Les Ribes del Ter,
both located in the north-west of the city, on either side of the
River Ter.

La Devesa is one of the most iconic and characteristic places in
the city. It is a large park covering over 40 hectares of land, three
quarters of which are covered by plane trees arranged in wide
avenues, forming a total of six blocks.

On the other side of the river, the Ribes del Ter Park is a broad
open space bordered by riverbank vegetation and located just in
front of the Girona Fontajau Sports Hall. The park forms part of
the natural area of Les Ribes del Ter, a wetland which includes
the banks of the river as it flows through Girona. The fact that this
well-preserved area forms part of the city centre makes it very
important from an ecological and environmental point of view.
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The route, which is about 3,5 km long, is relatively easy and is
suitable for people with restricted mobility. The Natura Local applica-
tion provides information on the routes included in this leaflet, with
audio narration, subtitles and sign language.
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the park’s natural and ecological values. As well
as the six blocks of plane trees, there is a
swimming pool, different sports facilities,
children’s play areas, large open gravel areas
and other buildings used for various purposes.
La Devesa is also the home of a market every
Tuesday and Saturday and the setting for the
attractions of the Fair of Sant Narcis, held every
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The metal sculpture group called La familia by
Xavier Corberd represents a picnic scene.
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ever-present risk of flooding.
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