
Bòlit, Contemporary Art 
Centre of Girona

Since 2017, the Bòlit, Contemporary Art 
Centre of Girona has been located in the 
place that was the second ESPAIS 
headquarters, when it changed location in 
2001. Through a recording made to mark 
the inauguration, we remember what the 
building at Carrer del Pou Rodó, 7-9 was 
like, showing images of the activities that 
took place on the opening day, including 
an outdoor projection of the work 
"Wartwar" by Francesc Abad. The 
architectural space will regain its 
prominence by recalling what this second 
ESPAIS headquarters was like.

La Mercè Cultural Centre, 
in Girona

Another venue for the project is the La 
Mercè Centre Cultural and will reproduce 
the collective exhibition "In our life" 
presented at ESPAIS in 1990 to mark the 
centre's third anniversary. While waiting 
for a congratulatory response for the third 
anniversary, some fifty artists who have 
collaborated with ESPAIS over the last 
three years were invited to participate. All 
of them were given a box, two blank books 
and twenty-four transparent methacrylate 
cubes. Using these materials, the artists 
were completely free to manipulate them 
and turn them into an artistic object with 
no limits in terms of techniques or 
materials. This initiative is yet another 

example of the constant dialogue that 
ESPAIS and its partners have established 
with the country's artistic community.

In this exhibition at the La Mercè Cultural 
Centre we can see many of the works that 
were originally presented at the exhibition 
"In your life" at ESPAIS in 1990, as well as 
new creations made by students of the 
Municipal Secondary School of Art, under 
the title "In our life". They will also provide 
creative responses using the donated 
material, just as the artists participating in 
the "En vida vostra" call for entries did at 
the time.
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MUSEU DHISTÒRIA DE GIRONA

ESPAIS, an artistic phenomenon
A journey through contemporary

art in Catalonia (1987-2010)

22a • A.A, María • Abad, Francesc • Aballí, Ignasi • Abelló, Joan • Abrams, Sam • Abril Ascaso, Òscar • A.C. • Admetlla, Pep • Adrian, Pic • Agenjo, Rosa • Agra, Antoni J. • 
Agudo, Antonio • Aguilar, Artur • Aguiló, Magdalena • Aguirre, Miquel • Aguirre, Peio • Agustí, Toni • Alabau, Cristina • Alabern, Lluís • Alabern, Roc • Alberch, Núria • Alberich Pascual, Jordi • Alcalde, Jaume 
• Alcázar, Josefina • Aldeguer Corominas, Núria • Aliaga, Juan Vicente • Aligué • Alós, Maria • Alsina, Mercè • Alsina, Pau • Altaió, Vicenç • Alvarado, Armando • Álvarez, Iñaki • Álvarez Reyes, Juan A. • Alzamora, 
Glòria • Amat, Frederic • Ameller, Carles • Andreu, Margarita • Ángeles, Álvaro de los • Angulo, Mikel • Anleo, Xoan • Anselment, Monika • Ansesa, Enric • Ansón, Bonaventura • Antich, Xavier • Antón, José Emilio 
• Antúnez Roca, Marcel·lí • Aparicio, Juan • Aragó, Narcís-Jordi • Arai, Atsuko • Arana, Dolors • Aranberri, Ibon • Armenter, Xano • Aromí, Joan Ramon • Artemio • Artigas, Àngels • Artigas Cadena, Jordi • Artigau, 
Francesc • Arranz-Bravo, Eduardo • Arreaza, Aymara • Arroyo, Raquel • Arús, Meritxell • Assemblea Democràtica d'Artistes de Girona • Aspa, Jordi • Asparó, Roser • Asunción, Josep • Auguet, Emili • Ávila, Víctor 
• Ayats, Àngel • Aymerich, Pep • Azara, Pedro • B. Olmo, Santiago • Bach, Agustí • Bach, Kati • Badia, Montse • Baena, Pau • Bagué, M. Antònia • Baigorri, Laura • Baixas, Miquel • Balaguer, Mai • Balcells, David 
• Ballester, Juan Pablo • Balmann, Catie • Balsach, Maria-Josep • Banal, Isabel • Barbero, Tonyi • Barceló, Miquel • Bardagil, Miquel • Barenblit, Ferran • Bargalló, Miquel • Baró, Roser • Barraca • Barral Altet, 
Xavier • Barrera, Jaume • Barriendos Rodríguez, Joaquín • Barron, Stephan • Barroso • Bartolozzi, Rafael • Bassas Vila, Assumpta • Basterretxea, Néstor • Bastiaans, Monique • Batalla Picado, Domènec • Batallé, 
Mercè • Batlle, Albert • Baulida, Ester • Bechtold, Erwin • BECUPU • Beke, László • Béliveau, Sílvia • Bellonzi, Marco • Benlloch, Pep • Beneyto, Antonio • Bengio, Abraham • Benito, Jordi • Berenguer, Josep M. 
• Bernabeu, Mira • Bernal, Gemma • Bernat, Domènec • Bigorra, Teresa • Bird, Jim • Birringer, Johannes • Blacker, Denys • Blanch, Teresa • Blanch, Xavier • Blavatsky, H.P. • Blázquez Sánchez, Àngel • Bleda y Rosa 
• Bombelli, Lanfranco • Bonet, Eugeni • Bonet, Pilar • Bonet, Romà • Borda, Joan • Boronat, Magí • Borràs, Laura • Borràs, M. Lluïsa • Borrell, Alfons • Bosch Agustí, Dolors • Bosch, Glòria • Bosch, Mar • Bosch 
i Molinet, Jordi • Bosch Martí, Lluís • Boyle, Adelina • Bracons, Josep • Brancos Bartí, María • Bravo, Isidre • Brea, José Luis • Briongos Ibáñez, Francisco Javier • Brncic, Gabriel • Bru, Roser • Brugat, Rosa 
• Brun, Lluís • Brunner, Judith • Bruyckere, Berlinde de • Burgas, Àngel • Burset, Delícia • Busch, Cristina • Busquets, Pep • Busto, Ana • Butinyà, Francesc Xavier • C. Soler, Genís • Cabello, Helena • Caberol, 
M. • Cabezas Gelabert, Lino • Cabo Maguregui, Iñigo • Calle, Romà de la • Calleja, J.M • Calpé, Josep • Calvo, Carmen • Calvo, Joan Ramon • Calzada, Arcadi • Cameron, Dan • Campano, Javier • Campano, Miguel Ángel 
• Camprubí, Montserrat • Camps, Carles • Camps, Pep • Camps, Teresa • Camps Soler, Eudald • Canals, Jordi • Canals, Xavier • Cangioli, Marcella • Cano, Genís • Cano, Jordi • Canogar, Rafael • Canosa, Yamandú • 
Cantalozella, Joaquim • Canudas, Jordi • Cao, Paco • Caparrós, Pepe • Capçada • Capella, Anna • Capalleras , Miquel • Carballo, Isabel • Carbó Berthold, Gustau • Carbonell, Elena • Carbonell, Eudald • Carbonell, 
Lluís • Carceller, Ana • Carr, Tom • Carr-Harris, Ian • Carreras, Anna • Carreras, J. • Carrillo, Jesús • Carrillo, Joan • Casacuberta, David • Casacuberta, Margarita • Casalé, Ramon • Casani, Borja • Casanovas, 
Claudi • Casanovas, Joan • Casas, Jordi • Casassas, Vicens • Casellas, Joan • Castelar, Marta • Castillo, Jordi • Castillo, Ramón • Castro Flórez, Fernando • Caralà, Martí • Catania, Ricardo • Catany, Antoni • 
Cataño, José Carlos • CEA • CEADC • Cembran, Alexandre • Cerdà Ferré, Josep • Cerdan Moreno, Antoni • Chancho, Joaquim • Chaves, Raimond • Chillida, Eduardo • Christo • Cigna, Giorgio • Cilleruelo, Lourdes • 
Cincinelli, Saretto • Cioran, E. M. • Cirera, Mireia • Cirici, Alexandre • Cirlot, Lourdes • Cirugeda, Santiago • Clapés, Antoni • Clavé, Antoni • Clot, Manel • Clotet, Mireia • Coderch, Narcís • Coll, Raimunda 
• Col·lectiu OVNI • Colomé, Jep • Colomer, Joaquim • Colomer, Jordi • Colomer, Julià • Comadira, Narcís • Comajoan, Josep • Comalat, Joan • Combalía, Victoria • Comellas, Jacint • Congost, Jordi • Corbeira, Darío 
• Cormenzana, Enric • Coromina, Roberto • Corominas, Joan Ramon • Corominas, Quim • Corral, Ángel • Correa, Nieves • Cortadellas, Montserrat • Cortina, Glòria • Costa, Jordi • Costa, Montserrat • Costa, Narcís 
• Costa, Xavier • Costa-Pau, Roger • Cotanda, Ricardo • Creatures • Cristià, Estel • Critg, Núria • Cruspinera, Joan • Cubells, Ampar • Cuesta, Amanda • Cuesta, Salomé • Cuesta, Mery • Cuixart, Modest • Custodio, 
Ángel • Cuyàs, Jordi • Dahó, Marta • Dai-bih-in • Dalmace, Michèle • Dalmau, Marcel • Dardanyà, Pep • Darder, Marta • Davis, Fernando • Dean, Mary-Jean • Debiasi, Giuseppe • Delgado, Francesc Xavier • Delgado, 
Manuel • Denhard, Jennifer • Descarga, Joan • Devaux, Daniel • Díaz, Charela • Díaz, Florentino • Díaz, Julián • Díez, Jordi • Dinarés, Marià • Doénado • Dolç Rossinyol, Joaquim • Domene, Kim • Domene, Maria • 
Domènec • Domènech, Maribel • Domènech, P. • Domènech Masmitjà, Jordi • Donaire, Lola • Doñate, Lluís • Dorfles, Gillo • Dosa, Paolo • DuCroo, Karin • Dumond, Frédéric • Duran, Joan • Duran, Manel • Duran, Pep 
• D.V. • Ebner, Florian • Echauz, Pau • Edburg, Daniela • Egurbide, Begoña • El Ur • Emperador, Leopoldo • Enguita, Núria • Eraso, Miren • Eraso, Santi • Escarpanter, Anna • Escofet, Eduard • Espuny, Teresa • 
Estadella, Anna • Esteba, Lourdes • Esteva, Isabel • Esteve, Ignasi • Esteve, Rafael • Esteve, Xavier • Estivill, Quico • Expósito, Marcelo • F. Rius, Núria • Fa Ribas, Joaquim • Fàbrega, Jaume • Faixó, Jaume • 
Falero, Francisco José • Falgàs, Jordi • Fañanàs, Miquel • Fargas, Carles • Faxedas, M. Lluïsa • Felip, Sònia • Feliu, M. Àngels • Feliu, Marta • Fernández, Lourdes • Fernández-Cid, Miguel • Ferrando, Bartolomé 
• Ferrari, Diego • Ferrer, Albert • Ferrer, Elena • Ferrer, Esperança • Ferrer, Esther • Ferrer, Rosa • Fidemraizer, Sergio • Figueres, Abel • Figueres, Valentí • Figuerola, Carles • Fischl, Eric • Fita, Doménec 
• Foix, Marta • Fonalleras, Josep Ma. • Fonatnet, Josep Ma. • Fonollosa, Cristina • Font, Jordi • Font, Núria • Font Diaz, Manuel • Fontanet, J. Ma. • Fontcuberta, Joan • Fontdevila, Oriol • Forcada, Eric • 
Forment, Albert • Fortuny Agramunt, Jaume • Foz, Sergi • Franch, Enric • Franco, Orlando • Fraxanet, Ma. Rosa • Freire, Cristina • Freixa, Ferran • Freixas, Pere • Frisach, Montse • Frontera, Llorenç • Fuentes, 
Fernando • Fusillo, Cynthia • Fuster, Clavelinda • G. Cortés, José Miguel • G. Romero, Pedro • G. Torres, David • Gabino • Gal, Régis • Gallifa, Giovanni • Gallino, Theo • Gamio, Jorge • García, Chus • Garcia, 
Dolors • Garcia, Josep Miquel • García, Juan • García Moreno, Beatriz • García Oscuna, Carlos • García Romero, Sergi • García Sevilla, Ferran • Garí, Clara • Garraza, Àngel • Garrell Guiu, Antoni • Garrido, Carme 
• Gassull, M. • Gassull, Xavier • Gelabert, Cesc • Geli, Jaume • Genís, Elena • Genovart, Jaume • Genover, Àlex • Gessert, George • Giannetti, Claudia • Gibert, Sara • Gifreu, Carme • Gil, Joan • Gil, Rosa Ma. 
• Gil Schmitz, Jenny • Gilbert, Patrick • Giménez Casas, Xavier • Giménez de Haro • Gimeno, Rosa • Gimferrer, Jordi • Gimferrer, Pere • Giralt-Miracle, Daniel • Giró, Toni • Girona, Ramon • Gispert, Toni • 
Glaenzel, Max • Goday, Sebastià • Goicoechea, Xavier • Gómez, David • Gómez, Juan José • Gómez, María • Gómez, Thaís • González, Felip • González, Fernando • González Alegre, Alberto • González de Durana, Javier 
• González de Wiessing, Benita • Gonzalo, Marta de • Gordillo, Lluís • Grabuleda, Fina • Grandas, M. Teresa • Grosset, Josep M. • Group Public Projects • Grup Tint-2 • Guardiola, Joan • Guasch, Anna M. • Guasch, 
Gemma • Gubé, Joan Lluís • Gueilburt, Luis • Guerra, Carles • Guerrero, Joan Carles • Guerrero, Manel • Guerrero Medina, José Maria • Guillamet, Jaume • Guillen-Balmes, Ramon • Guimaräes, Ramon • Guinjoan, Joan 
• Guinovart, Josep • Guisadó, Sònia • Guitart, Kima • Guiteras, Mia • Guiu, Josep • Guntín Gurgui, Florenci • Gutiérrez, Bárbara • Gutiérrez, Rubén • Gutiérrez Vicén, Javier • Guzmán H., Manuel • Hac Mor, Carles 

• Hafner, Cristoph • Hahn, Peter • Haka, Janusz • Hansmann, Sylvia • Harris, Jonathan • Heras, 
Paz de las • Heredia Canals, Oscar • Hernàndez Casellas, Joan • Hernàndez, Noèlia • Hernández 
Pijuan, Joan • Herrera Ferrer, Raquel • Herrero Belda, Isabel • Herreros, R. • Heynen, T. • Homs, 
Núria • Horta, Gerard • Hortalà, Lluís • Huedo, Vicente • Huerta, Mercè • Hurtado Giner, Agustí 
• Ibánez, Jordi • Ignorant, Antón • Infiesta, Rosario • Irla Saura, Carme • Isern, Jordi • 
Izquierdo-Mosso, Luis • Jaio, Miren • Jané, Sebastià • Janz, Robert • Jarque, Vicente • Jerez, 
Concha • Joan III • Jordà, Joan • Joven, José • Juanpere, Paula • Juanpere, Salvador • Juarez, 
Alfredo • Juhe, Majem • Julià Parés, Teresa • Juncà, Mim • Juncosa, Lluís • Kaur, Permindar • 

Kelly, Dolores • Kobayashi, Hiroshi • Kostner, Arthur • Koyama, Shigeyoshi • Kozloff, Joyce • Krakowski, Anja • Kremeier, Ulrike • Kruijning, Aad • Kunkeler, Trudy • La Primera Vega • Labra, Ximena • Lagarde, F. 
• Lam, Kine • Lanao, Pau • Landete, M. Àngels • Larcade, Frank • Larson, Art • Lasa, José A. • Late, Massimo • Leal, Enrique • Lebrero Stals, José • Lebrija, Gonzalo • Liotta • Llauradó, Manel • Llena, Antoni • 
Llimós, Robert • Llobet, Carmela • Llopis, Francesca • Llorens, Mireia • Lobo Xifré, Cori • Lonca, Antoni • Longoni, Ana • Lootz, Eva • López, Carme • López, Chema • López , Ignasi • López, Miguel • López Ibañez, 
Josep Antoni • López Rojo, Alfonso • Los Torreznos • Lozano, Amparo • Lozano Moya, Rossend • Lubar, Robert S. • Luesma Bartolomé, Teresa • Lunch von Leithner, Peter • M' • m/découpés.dos • Macaya, Albert • 
Macromasa • Maças de Carvalho, José • Maignien, Yannick • Maïs (Marisa Jorba) • Majoria Popular Insuficient • Maldonado, José • Maneghelli, Luigi • Manel·la, Anna • Manen, Martí • Manso, Núria • Manubens, Xavier 
• Manzana, Sílvia • Maña, Josep • Mapi • Marchán Fiz, Simón • Marfull, Dionés • Margalef, Manel • Maria, Hèctor • Marín, Antoni • Marín Medina, José • Maroto, Ramon • Marquès, Enric • Marro, Mercedes • Marrugat, 
Miguel • Marsà, Mont • Martens, Cordelia • Martorell, Jordi • Martí, Marcel • Martí, Sílvia • Martin, Antoin • Martin, Carla • Martin, Manuel • Martin, Rosa Ma. • Martín Prada, Juan • Martínez, Jordi • Martínez 
Artola, Alberto • Martínez Clarà, Jesús • Martínez Seguer, Mercè • Martoranno, Jordi • Martorell, Jordi • Marzo, Jorge Luis • Mas, Cristina • Mas, M. José • Mascaró, Xavier • Masdevall, Josep • Maseda, Patrícia 
• Masó, Mireya • Matís • Mateu, Assumpció • Matus, Luciano • Mauri, Anna • Mauri, Enric • Mayoral Soldevila, Mercedes • Méndez, Lorena • Meneghelli, Luigi • Mensa, Carles • Mercader, Antoni • Merckaert, Patrick 
• Merino, Imma • Mesa, Rufino • Miguel, Juan Diego de • Milla, Hèctor • Millà, Martina • Millán, Domingo • Millet, Cathérine • Miquel, Carme • Mir, Montserrat • Mira, Mara • Mira, Víctor • Miralles, Fina • 
Miralles, Francesc • Mirambell, Enric • Mirete, M. Lluïsa • Miró, Antoni • Miró, Neus • Mitchell, W.J.T. • Mitjà, Carles • Mitjà, Jordi • Mitrani, Àlex • Miyake, Issey • Molina • Molina, José Luís • Molina, Miquel 
• Molina, Xavier • Molins, Miquel • Momu & NoEs • Monory • Monpó, Francisca • Montauzon, Gilles de • Montesano, Gian Marco • Montferrer, Núria • Montornés, Frederic • Monzó, J. Vicent • Mora, Josep • Mora Romagosa, 
Oriol • Moraza, Juan Luis • Moreno, Francesc Xavier • Moret, E. • Morris, Michael • Moscardó, R. • Moscoso, Antoni • Mota, Àngels de la • Moure, Glòria • Mufraggi • Muntadas, Antoni • Muñoz, Juan Miguel • Muñoz 
Gómez, José Luis • Nadal, Joaquim • Nakas, Kassandra • Nalè Verdaguer, Sàgar • Navalón, Natividad • Navarrete, Carmen • Navarrete, Ana • Nedev, Kamen • Nell, William J.S. • Neshat, Shirin • Niebla, Josep • Nieva, 
Marién • Ninou, Maite • Noëlle, Anna • Nogué, Àlex • Nogué, Joan • Noguera, Pere • Nogués, T. • Noves, Joan • Nuez, Margarita • Núñez, Marina • Ochoa, G. • Ohlenschlager, Kahin • Oliver, Conxita • Oliver, Joan 
• Oliveras, J.M. • Oliveras, Roser • Olveira, Manuel • Orlaineta, Edgar • Orsini, Annamaria • Ortega, Ana Teresa • Ortega, Antonio • Ortega, Glòria • Ortega, Mercè • Orti, Vicente • Ortiz, Carme • Ortuño, Pedro 
• P. Lagarriga, Dídac • Pablo, Jordi • Pagès Font, Isabel • Pagès Parra, Ruth • Pairolí, Miquel • Palacios, Concha • Palacios, Manuel • Palmada, Esteve • Palomo, Anna • Papa, Sònia • Papastergiadis, Nikos • 
Papini, Raimon • Parcerisas, Pilar • Pardàs, Lluïsa • Pardiñas, Rubén • Parera, Nacha • Parra, Joan de la • Pereiro, Andrés • Parés, Roc • Parramon, Ramon • Pascual, Anaïs • Pascual, Jordi • Pascual, José Luis 
• Paset, Xavier • Pastor, Perico • Pau, Lluís • Paulí, Josep • Pazos, Carlos • Pecoud, Pierre • Pedragosa Bofarull, Pau • Peláez, Sixto • Pera, Rosa • Peral, Alberto • Peran, Martí • Perejaume • Perelló, Antònia 
M. • Pérez, David • Pérez, Juli • Pérez, Luís Francisco • Pérez Mas, Miquel • Pérez Prieto, Publio • Pérez Soler, Eduardo • Periáñez, Jordi • Peris, Xavier • Permanyer, Lluís • Perpinyà Citoler, Josep • Perpinyà, Mag-
dala • Perxacs, Clara • Pi, Milena • Picazo, Dolors • Picazo, Glòria • Picazo, Teresa • Pigem, Jordi • Pilatte, Pierre • Piller, Peter • Pina, Carlos • Pinela • Pintilie Teleaga, Ileana • Pivotto, Luciano • Pla, 
Arcadi • Pla, Maite • Pladevall, Enric • Planas Camps, Ricard • Plans, Josep Ma. • Plensa, Jaume • Pol, Marta • Poletti, Joseph-Guy • Poli, Francesco • Ponç, Joan • Pons, Arnau • Pons, Glòria • Pons, Quim • Pons, 
Serrat • Ponsatí, Josep • Porcar, Lídia • Portell, Susanna • Pou Cortadellas, Glòria • Power, Kevin • Poy, Carles • Pozo, Joan del • Prada, Glòria de • Prat, Mercé del • Prats, Fernando • Prieto, Imma • Prieto, 
Jesús Angel • Prieto, José • Puchades, Claudi • Puig, Arnau • Puig, August • Puig, Eloi • Puig, Ernest • Puig, Ita • Puig Castells, Toni • Puig, Pere • Puigbert Busquets, Joan • Puigdemont, Dolors • Puigdoller, 
Joaquim • Puigserver, Fabià • Puigvert, Antoni • Pujadas, Anna • Pujiula, Jordi • Pujol, Carles • Pujol, Enric • Pujol Freixer, Gala • Pulido, Marta • Pupkiewicz, Tom • Queralt, Rosa • Quintana, Àngel • Quintanas, 
Anna • Quismondo • R. Noèlia • Rabascall, Joan • Raffaelli, Francesco • Ràfols-Casamada, Albert • Rambaud, Brigitte • Ramírez, Agnès • Ramírez, Juan Antonio • Ramon, Gabriel • Ramoneda, Josep • Ramos, Job • 
Rasero, Miguel • Raubert, Bàrbara • Raynaud, Patrick • Recarens, Tere • Reinaudo, Alain • Renau, Clara • Renau, Francesc Xavier • Restany, Pierre • Reventós, Ignasi • Reus, Jaume • Riba, Pau • Ribalta, Jorge • 
Ribas, Jaume • Ribas Boldú, Jordi • Ribas et Altrii, Xavier • Ribé, Àngels • Ribera, Helena • Ribot, Domènec • Ricci, Enzo • Riello, Antonio • Riera, Antoni • Riera, Carles • Riera Aragó, Josep Maria • Rigau. 
Antoni M. • Rigau, Dolors • Riquer, Adriana • Riva, Armando • Rivero, Elena del • Roca, Anton • Roca, Maria Mercè • Rocamara • Rocamora, Laia • Rodés, Salvador • Rodrigo M., Javier • Rodríguez, Josep Ll. • 
Rodríguez Aguilera, Cesáreo • Rodríguez, Anna • Rodríguez Ferrándiz, Raül • Roger, Miquel • Roig Portell, Jordi • Roma, Valentín • Romagosa, Gemma • Romaní, Montserrat • Roqueta, Xavier • Ros, Joan Ignasi • Rosés, 
Assumpta • Rossell, Benet • Rossinyol, Jordi • Rosso, Marc • Roura, Pep • Rovira, Anna • Rovira, Xavier • Royoux, J.C. • Rubin-Kunda, Lezli • Rubio, Teresa • Rubio, Vicent • Rueda, Amparo • Ruido, Maria • Ruiz, 
Angel • Ruiz, Aureli • Ruiz, Francesc • Ruiz, Montse • Ruiz, Vega • Ruiz de Samaniego, Alberto • Ruscadella, Xavier • Russo, Kenneth • S.Carrera, Jordi • S. Lubar, Robert • S. Pujol, Robert • Sabadell Artigas, 
Lluís • Sabater, Xavier • Saborit Viguer, José • Sádaba, Estibaliz • Sais, Carme • Saiz Ruiz, Simeón • Sala-Sanahuja, Joaquim • Sala-Valladaura, J.M. • Salgado, G. • Salinas, Baruj • Samsó, Leopold • San Cornelio, 
Gemma • Sánchez, Domingo • Sánchez Castillo, Fernando • Sánchez Nicolau, Jordi • Sánchez, José Luis • Sanglas, Carme • Sanmiguel, David • Santafé, Marisa • Santamaria Blasco, Lourdes • Sántiz Gómez, Maruch • 
Sanz, Eduard • Sanz, Pilar • Saralegui, Pedro • Sardà, Albert • Sastre, Eva • Sastre, Tòfol • Sasvári, Edit • Sauquet, Sílvia • Saura, Antonio • Segura, Síndria • Selles, Narcís • Selvaggi, Antonio • Sentamans, 
Tatiana • Serra, Ma. Rosa • Serra, Toni • Serrano, Pablo • Serrano Bou, Joaquim • Shwartz, Ans • Sicardi, Cristina • Sierra, Santiago • Sigler, Gerardo • Simon, Jaume • Simon, Pedro • Sinclair, Peter • Sirvent, 
Josep Maria • Solà, Josepmarc • Sola, Mariella • Solano, Susana • Soler, Josep • Soriano, Ferran • Sözke, Annamária • Spínola, Yolanda • Suárez, Lluïsa • Subirachs, Josep M. • Sunyer, Miquel • Sunyol, Víctor • 
Swart, Ans • Swartz, Jeffrey • Sybilla, Carme • Talens, Jenaro • Tàpies, Antoni • Tarazona, Emilio • Tarrés, Carme • Tarrida, Quim • Tarruella, Rosa • Tatú, Noel • Taverna-Bech, Francesc • Teatre, Fènix • Teixidó, 
Josep Maria • Teixidor, Eduard • Tejada, Bernardo • Tejada, Isabel • Tercer1quinto • Terribas Roca, Guillem • Tharrats, JJ. • Tibau, Moisès • Tolosa, Jordi • Tor, Quim • Torrens, Nissa • Torres, Francesc • Torres 
Estradé, Jaume • Torres López, Milagros • Torres Monsó, Francesc • Torruella, R. • Trepat, Roser • Tresov, Vincent • Trigo, Ricard • Uberquoi, Marie-Claire • Uclés, Josep • Urdanibia, Iñaki • Ureña, L. • Uribarri, 
Alberto • V. Aroca, Jaume • Valdasquín, Miquel • Valdunciel Coll, Juli • Valeriano, Pilar • Valero, Miguel Ángel • Vallaure, Jaime • Vallès, Carles • Vallés, Evarist • Vallès, Montserrat • Valles, Roman • Vallgarri-
ga, Vicenç • Van de Pas, Annemieke • Van de Velde, Denise • Van Gelder, Hilde • Varas, Paulina • Varela, Pelayo • Vázquez Montalbán, Manuel • Velez, Patricio • Velilla, Carlos • Vendrell, Enriqueta • Ventanyol, 
Tomeu • Verderí, Gabriel • Vergara, Leire • Verlac, Imma • Viaplana, Vicenç • Vicens, Pere • Vicent, J. • Vidal, Carlos • Vidal, Francesc • Vidal, Jordi • Vidal, Josep M. • Vidal, Mercè • Vidal Boris, Jordi • 
Vidal Casellas, Dolors • Vidiella Pagès, Judit • Vilà, Àngel • Vilà, Lluís • Vila, Marta • Vilà, Miquel • Vila, Narcís • Vila, Pep • Vilà Fàbrega, Eduard • Vila-Sanjuán, Sergio • Vila Tràfach, Ibet • Viladecans, 
Joan-Pere • Viladomiu, Àngels • Vilagrassa, Mateo • Vilaldama • Vilanova, Jordi de • Vilapuig, Oriol • Vilar, Sara • Villaespesa, Mar • Villanueva Muñoz, Emilio Ángel • Villaplana, Virginia • Villar, Isabel • 
Villèlia, Moisès • Villena, Luis Antonio de • Villota, Gabriel • Viñas, Carme • Vives Campoamor • Vives Piqué, Rosa • Voltz, Aurélie • Waelder, Pau • Weiss, Rachel • Werth, Babette • Wertman, Orna • Williams, 
Jay • Xargay, Esther • Xaus, A. • Ximènez, Marga • Yamamoto • Zabala, Borja • Zafra, Remedios • Zaldivar, Justo • Zarza, Manuela • Zuazo, Martín • Zulian, Claudio • Zush
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Documentation Centre and 
Library

The first yearbook published by ESPAIS in 
1987 collected information about its first 
year of exhibitions and activities and 
included a text about the Documentation 
Centre, describing it in the following 
terms: "One of the most important and at 
the same time most unknown sections of 
ESPAIS is its Documentation Centre". After 
a detailed description of the contents, 
exchanges with other institutions, 
subscriptions to magazines, etc., the text 
outlined the reasons why those 
responsible considered it absolutely 
necessary to offer specialised contents on 
contemporary art and to make them 
available to the public: "All in all, we want 
to fill the gap that exists in most libraries, 
where it is practically impossible to find 
up-to-date and adequate information on 
the latest trends and novelties in art; and 
to promote, through quality 
documentation and the best technical 
means, knowledge of and interest in all the 
disciplines offered by the arts and design 
of the moment". We think, as a point of 

reference that confirms how advanced this 
decision to start a documentation centre 
was, that the MACBA library would not be 
inaugurated until eight years later and the 
Metrònom library, a private initiative 
located in the Born district of Barcelona, 
would never be opened to the public. A 
couple of years later, those in charge wrote 
again in the yearbook: "Its main purpose is 
that all this information serves to help us to 
build the future" and this is how it has 
been, as it continues to be a documentary 
collection of recognised value for research 
into the two decades in which ESPAIS 
played an exceptional role, both in 
Catalonia and in the communities with 
which it collaborated the most: Basque 
Country, Madrid and Valencia. Nowadays, 
a large part of these collections can be 
consulted at the Girona History Museum 
and at the Bòlit headquarters. 
Contemporary Art Centre of Girona.

The exhibition shows a part of these 
collections, which refers to the continuous 

and rigorous will to document, both the 
exhibitions that were presented in the two 
ESPAIS centres and the numerous activities 
that were organised there, such as 
performances, contemporary music 
concerts, poetry recitals, book launches, 
conferences, round tables, etc., and 
especially the ESPAIS Awards for Art 
Criticism, which are an excellent example 
to remind us of the importance they were 
given, given the members of the jury, the 
diversity of the winners, the public in 
attendance and the attention they deserved 
from the political classes of the moment. A 
Documentation Centre that M. Rosa 
Fraxanet managed from the beginning.

Furthermore, the exhibition offers a 
reading area where visitors can consult the 
editions of exhibition catalogues, the books 
published in connection with the ESPAIS 
Prize and the magazine Papers d'Art.



ESPAIS Contemporary Art 
Centre – Fundació ESPAIS : 
THE ARCHIVES

In March 1987, the ESPAIS Contemporary 
Art Centre opened, a new 300 square 
metre private space located on Carrer 
Bisbe Lorenzana, 31-33, in Girona, which, 
with the first exhibition presented, 
"Fashion/Antifashion", set the scene for 
what would be a long, cross-disciplinary 
journey through different artistic 
disciplines. As those responsible for it said 
at the beginning of this adventure, 
"ESPAIS does not want to share clichés 
and its different rooms aim to dynamise 
communication with the public, to 
produce useful pieces of work, to link the 
traffic of ideas, between the works and the 
people (...) We have the responsibility to 
think, to help the artist to build exhibition 
structures suited to his or her thinking - to 
bring the public closer to the work". As 
can be seen, the desire to develop a point 
of convergence between the arts and the 
public has been a constant throughout the 
two decades of operation and has left a 
strong cultural impression on the city. 

In 1997 it became the Fundació Privada 
ESPAIS until its closure in 2008. In 2001 it 
changed its location and moved its 
exhibition space and all its services to 
Carrer del Pou Rodó, 7-9. After a brief 
reopening under the management of 
Bonart and Ricard Planas, the Fundació 
ESPAIS was closed definitively in April 
2010, a few months before the transfer by 
its founder and Chairman, Mr. Jordi Vidal  
Boris. 

Paradoxically, a few years later, the Bòlit, 
Contemporary Art Centre of Girona was 
opened in the same location on Carrer del 
Pou Rodó, 7-9. A reminder of this site can 
still be seen on the façade of the building, 
where the original sign is preserved.

From the outset, the people in charge of 
ESPAIS were very aware that their work 
had to be a tool for information and 
documentation for all those interested in 
artistic events in the city of Girona. The 
production of exhibitions generated 
exceptional documentation on the artists, 
and the same happened in the 
organisation of activities in other cultural 
areas, which is why we can now recreate 
in detail what their long artistic journey 
over more than two decades was like. We 
can also recover its exceptional trajectory, 
thanks to the persevering will of those 
responsible for it to consider 
documentation as a tool for the present, 
designed to build the future. Today, a large 
part of what was the library and 
documentation centre can now be 
consulted, both at the Girona History 
Museum and at the Bòlit building.

PAPERS D'ART, the magazine

In March 1987, the year ESPAIS began 
operating, the first issue of the magazine 
Papers d'Art was published, coordinated by 
Glòria Bosch and Carme Ortiz. The first 
twenty-five issues were published as a free 
supplement to the newspaper El Punt and 
from 1989 the magazine became an 
independent, subscription-based 
publication. Its periodicity varied and 
became more and more intermittent until 
2008, the year in which its last issue was 
published, number 93. In the early stages 
the magazine was used to disseminate the 
activities of the centre itself, but very soon 
it developed into a publication of art 
theory and criticism which, as well as 
continuing to disseminate its activities, 
offered critical information on exhibitions 
at both national and international level, 
monographs on subjects of current 
interest, interviews with artists, etc. The 
publication's intention from the outset was 
so transversal and open that the list of 
contributors is so long that it numbers 
close to a thousand, and the nearly 93 
issues published make up an extraordinary 
panorama of what was to be two decades 
of contemporary art. In fact, the enormous 
amount of information it gathers has made 
university researchers interested in the 
publication, and moreover, to coincide 
with this exhibition, Girona City Council 
has digitised all the issues in order to 
disseminate it to a much wider public.

ARTISTS, EXHIBITIONS AND 
ART FUNDS

Since its beginnings, ESPAIS has been a 
centre for artistic dissemination, at first 
more dedicated to forming part of the 
artistic market, but later developing clear 
functions as a public art centre. Although 
it has always focused its attention on 
artists from Girona, the fact is that it has 
never ceased to expand its exhibition 
programmes, both in terms of individual 
and group exhibitions, with Catalan artists 
and artists from the rest of Spain, as well 
as some international proposals. There are 
numerous exhibitions in its programme 
dedicated to following the most local 
artists, such as: Torres Monsó, Gabriel, 
Montserrat Costa, M.A.  Feliu, Anna 
Manel·la, Enric Ansesa, Jaume Faixò, Quim 
Corominas, Lluís Vilà, Pep Camps, Àlex 
Nogué, Pep Admetlla, Carme Sanglas, 
Antoni Selvaggi, Joaquim Serrano Bou, 
Narcís Coderch, Mim Juncà, Pere Vicens, 
Pere Noguera, Jordi Mitjà, etc.
 
There was also, however, a desire to offer 
an exhibition programme that would bring 
some of the most prestigious names with 
long artistic careers to Girona, such as, for 
example: Antoni Saura, Antoni Clavé, 
Joan-Josep Tharrats, Moisés Villèlia, 
Arranz-Bravo, Bartolozzi, Albert 
Ràfols-Casamada, Joan Hernández Pijuan, 
Alfons Borrell, Joan-Pere Viladecans, 
Xavier Corberó, Joaquim Chancho, 
Marcel Martí, Antoni Llena, Francesc 
Abad , Zush, and even an outstanding 
exhibition dedicated to the graphic work 
of Joan Miró in 1992.
 
At the same time, they showed an 
enormous interest in making the work of 
young Catalan artists known, while closely 
observing a very particular phenomenon 
of Catalan art during the eighties and 
nineties, namely the importance of 
sculpture. We have already mentioned 
Gabriel, but many other names would play 
an important role in the ESPAIS 
programmes: Susana Solano, Isabel Banal, 
Jordi Canudas, Ramon Parramon, Riera i 
Aragó, Domènec, Ramon Guillen Balmes, 
Pedro Saralegui, Tom Carr, Toni Giró, Jordi 
Cuyàs, Lluís Hortalà, Salvador Juanpere, 
Manel Llauradó, Margarida Andreu, Maïs, 
Natividad Navalón, Pep Dardanyà, etc. 
And without leaving aside what was 
happening in the rest of Spain, they also 
presented renowned names such as 
Néstor Basterretxea from the Basque 
Country, and the Valencians Carmen 
Calvo and Ricardo Cotanda. But not only is 
an interest in sculpture shown, painting 
also had a continuous presence in the 
programmes, with painters such as Sílvia 
Gubern, Niebla, Vicenç Viaplana, Aureli 
Ruiz, Francesca Llopis, Begoña Egurbide, 
Isabel Esteva, Assumpció Mateu, 
Florentino Díaz, Néstor Sanmiguel, Miguel 
Ángel Campano, María Gómez, Jordi 
Martorell, Lídia Porcar, Marina Núñez, 
Jaume Barrera, Enric Mauri, Elena del 
Rivero, etc.

A particular characteristic of ESPAIS in its 
early days was the collective exhibitions 
based on very different themes, such as 
the aforementioned “Fashion/Anti-fashion” 
contrasting artists and designers, or 
"Urban Landscape" (1987) (specifically one 

of the paintings by Vicenç Viaplana shown 
in this last thematic exhibition, which is 
one of those that we are presenting today 
at the MHG), or by making two artists 
dialogue, as was the case of "Volums" that 
same year, in which sculptures by Torres 
Monsó coexisted with those by Gabriel, 
both accompanied by the discourse of the 
art critic Manel Clot, one of the most 
significant figures in the sculptural debate 
of the moment.

The current exhibition aims to showcase 
its important work and also how ESPAIS 
developed into an "interdisciplinary 
multi-purpose centre", as Glòria Bosch 
called it, who was one of the people in 
charge of it at the beginning, and as a 
result, a selection of the numerous 
activities carried out in the fields of 
performance, sound art and poetry are 
collected in the original audiovisual 
material that has been preserved and 
digitised for this occasion.

As can be seen, the exhibition displays a 
small selection of the 965 works currently 
owned by the Ajuntament de Girona. In 
2017, the acquisition of its legacy would 
come to an end, after some years in its 
custody, after the Fundació ESPAIS ceased 
to operate in 2010. Today, the archives, the 
documentary collection, catalogues, 
books, magazines and this significant 
collection of works of art now form part of 
the Girona City Council art heritage 
collection. From the exhibition now on 
display at the Girona History Museum and 
the work carried out to document, order 
and conserve this legacy, this heritage 
collection will be made available to the 
public. This cultural collection also opens 
up a path of great opportunities for 
making both the importance of the 
Fundació ESPAIS in the dissemination of 
contemporary art and an artistic and 
intellectual legacy that will undoubtedly 
be of great importance for future art 
historians and critics.

A selection of works from the Art 
Collection is on display in the temporary 
exhibition room of the Museum of the 
History of Girona, and visitors will also 
find works from this collection distributed 
throughout the Museum's rooms, 
establishing a dialogue with the spatial 
characteristics of the Museum and its 
museological discourse.
Given the continued dedication that 
ESPAIS has shown towards performance 
and live arts, dance, experimental poetry, 
sound art, etc., this exhibition includes a 
selection from its audiovisual archive, 
which highlights the relevance that 
creators such as Carles H. Mor, Esther 
Xargay, Joan Casellas, Lluís Alabern, Borja 
Zabala, José Manuel Berenguer, Clara 
Garí and so many others, who had the 
creative "transversal view" that their 
promoters defended so much.

ESPAIS Award for Art 
Criticism

In January 1988, the first edition of the 
Espais Award for Art Criticism was held 
with the intention of publicly recognising 
the work carried out by art critics, art 
historians, museologists, etc... That is to 
say, those professionals who, in addition to 
being artists, deserve to be highlighted for 
their key role in the visual arts sector. 
Throughout the nineteen-eighties, 
numerous initiatives through biennials and 
prize competitions helped to raise 
awareness of the work of artists, especially 
emerging artists. Those in charge of 
ESPAIS believed that it was necessary to 
recognise the work of theorists because, 
often, they added specific weight to the 
work of artists with their historical and 
critical contributions and with their 
exhibition proposals.

Nevertheless, the call for entries for these 
awards brought together the contributions 
of both protagonists: art theoreticians and 
artists, given that the prize they would be 
offered was a sculpture resulting from a 
commission with an artist close to the 
activities of ESPAIS. Thus, the first prize 
was a sculpture made by Gabriel, to which 
names such as Francesc Torres Monsó, 
Moisés Villèlia, Marcel Martí, Àlex Nogué, 
Francesc Abad, Toni Giró, etc., were 
added, until reaching nineteen awards, 
which are all shown in the exhibition.
 

At the same time, the collection of new 
books published by ESPAIS is presented, 
because although prizes had always been 
awarded for already published texts from 
the beginning, from 1998 until 2007 a new 
award category was included for the 
"Publication of an unpublished essay", a 
recognition that included its publication.

The list of participating juries and 
prize-winning authors is extraordinary, 
both in terms of the number and prestige 
of the prize-winners, and confirms the 
importance that the awards acquired not 
only in Catalonia, but also in the rest of 
Spain, with awards going to authors such 
as Simón Marchán Fiz, Tomás Llorens and 
Juan Antonio Ramírez, and even 
international authors such as Gillo Dorfles, 
Pierre Restany and Robert S. Lubar, for 
their recognised prestige. The awards 
ceremony became a major cultural event in 
the city every year.

Carme Ortiz, Magdala Perpinyà and Jordi 
Font were the most regular editors of the 
two phases of the publication, although 
many of ESPAIS' internal collaborators also 
played an important role, such as Glòria 
Bosch in the first issues, Anna Capella, 
Assumpta Bassas, Pilar Sanz, M. Rosa 
Fraxanet, etc. Also from the first issues, it 
is possible to guess the names of trusted 
collaborators such as Carles H. Mor, Esther 
Xargay, Manel Clot, Pilar Parcerisas, Jaume 
Fàbrega, Teresa Grandas, Joan Casellas, 
Marta Pol, Susanna Portell, Fernando 
Castro Florez, Juan Antonio Álvarez Reyes, 
and many others.

During the second stage of the magazine, 
the covers reproduced the original work of 
an artist specially designed for its format 
and contents, and ESPAIS printed a 
serigraph edition of 75 copies, as a further 
dissemination option, both for the 
magazine and for the collaborating artists 
and the interested public. In this 
exhibition, a selection of these serigraphs 
is also shown.


